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Belong Believe Become

About us
Welcome to theschool where we provide vocational and non-vocational
innovative, professional and educational dance and performing arts training
to young people aged eight to eighteen years. theschool is an independent
dance & performing arts school that is based at The Link, Nailsea and was
created for young people wanting a more in-depth training based on their
ability of the three arts of dance, drama and music and with the opportunity
to perform locally and nationally, in a variety of community settings and
whose aim is to provide consistent access to high quality training activities
within a policy of equal opportunity and open access.

BECOME

BECOME
We believe in nurturing and growing talent, we do not believe that
young people should have one set of rules in learning.
We believe that young students should explore their talent and grow
in self-belief and confidence.
We work on the principle of collaboration, guiding students to
discover what they can become.
We believe that developing exceptional performers develops
exceptional human beings.
We believe difficulties aren’t final but are challenges that can be
overcome.
We believe that when things get difficult, we will be there to work it
out together.
We believe that we gain stability by partnering with other people.
We believe that students have a creative voice that needs to be
explored and heard.
Success for us and our students is not just innovative performances
and a firm grounding in the three performing arts of dance, drama
and music. Success is allowing our students to grow in selfconfidence, and to be free to strive for what they desire to become.

Classes

CLASSES
theschool provides classes in dance and the performing arts
The Performing Arts Program (P.A) allows the student to build and grow their confidence at their
pace in the 3 arts of dance, drama and singing.
theschool's Saturday levels program during term time only, 1:30 – 4:30, provides three levels of
practical based technical training and creative exploration in dance, drama and singing, that
inform the performing arts as a whole; with a focus upon the student’s individual ability, needs and
goals.
There are three levels numbered 1, 2 and 3. Students pass through these levels and will eventually,
if they wish, audition or be invited to attend the iw.dance-youth program.
Level 1 for ages 7 – 10

offers the young budding performer aged 7 - 10 years’ experience in high-quality performing arts
training as well as developing their performance and creative skills. Designed for both the trained
and untrained student this program is an opportunity for students to explore theschool’s training
and techniques, learn performance skills and gain staged performing experience. The students
explore a wide range of performance skills through classes and free workshops that supports the
world of Musical Theatre and other Theatrical forms.
Level 2 for ages 11 – 13

These classes have been created for students to develop their techniques with an introduction to
theschool’s technical training, understanding the body as instrument and the freeing of tensions
that impede the student in class and performance. The student explore a wide range of
performance skills through classes and free workshops that supports the world of Musical Theatre
and other Theatrical forms.
Level 3 for ages 14 - 18

These classes are designed to expand the student’s technical training knowledge and performance
skills. The students continue to work further on technique and will gain a deeper understanding of
the body as instrument, building confidence in the student’s control of the body’s dynamics within
class and performance. The student explore a wide range of performance skills through classes and
free workshops that supports the world of Musical Theatre and other Theatrical forms.

Dance Classes
If you are a student of dance with an aspiration for a career in the dance world and looking to
develop your contemporary dance technique for auditions, performance or exams then theschool
has a class for you. theschool provides dance classes for vocational/nonvocational dance students
in *contemporary, lyrical Contemporary, commercial and contemporary ballet, that focuses on
technical dance training for the young dancer wishing to develop and build their confidence in
dance technique for the higher educational institute’s auditions, performance and exams or just
for the love of dance.
All dance classes and programs are limited to 15 students due to theschool’s philosophy and belief
that personal 1:1 focus within the dance group environment builds confidence in the dance
student, allowing them to explore and experience movement to its fullest within a safe
environment.
All teachers are of a degree level from reputable dance schools worldwide and are professionally
active within their dance fields. Therefore, the parent and student can trust in the safe technical
training of the young dance student, so that they may safely reach their goals.
(* Contemporary dance classes combine elements from Graham, Limon, Cunningham, and Physical Theatre)

COLLABORATION

COLLABORATION
We believe that performing gives our students a basis for self-confidence
and that by encouraging co-creation we can really fuel imaginations and
creative passion. We provide a nurturing yet disciplined teaching
environment, we ask that our students try new things, we are there to
support and nurture but never to stifle creative talent or tell them there
is only one way. We know that the best performances come from the soul
and so we encourage all our students to work not just with us but with
other students in a supportive and collaborative environment.

Many of the skills we teach at theschool go outside of the performing arts
arena, we know that children who are able to contribute in classes have a
high sense of wellbeing and develop strong communication skills, through
dance they not only learn to dance they learn postural skills that offer a
lifetime benefit. Students can work together as a team and understand
every aspect of putting on a performance, from learning choreography to
stage and music direction.

LIFE AT THESCHOOL
At theschool we understand that not every child wants to be a performing artist, so
we encourage every student to achieve their best at their own pace. Recognizing each
child’s strengths and weaknesses we will guide and encourage them in support of their
aspirations.

The focus of our teaching is to provide our students the experience to grow within a
caring and nurturing environment.
We pride ourselves on our student-centered approach. We build in an ongoing dialogue
with you; at the end of every session the teachers will be available to *discuss your
child’s individual needs and goals.
Every child gets the opportunity to perform in our end of
year show case where they can excel and have pride in
their individual efforts. Students may also have the
opportunity to perform at events outside of theschool with
our outside Bristol educational connections.
We work hard to build into our teaching to discover what
interests the students, what really fuels and sets their
imaginations flying and what they really enjoy doing. We
ask of our students to give 100% (OF FUN) every lesson, for
us that is the way that we can really harness the true
potential of our students.
We understand that not every student who passes through
the school wishes to go onto further education, degree
courses or employment in any of the performing arts and may wish to follow another
route for their lives and we'll support that as much as we'll support students and
parents who wish to aim for Ballet Rambert, LCDS, RADA, LAMDA or any one of the
performing arts schools with one on one advice and recommendations for training and
applications.

*(due to student class numbers any end of class parental/student discussion can last know more than 5mins max if you
wish to receive further advice please request a costing sheet for 30mins of 1:1 guidance and career advice)

Trinity Exams
Group Musical Theatre
Students of theschool may enter the group musical theatre exams that are offered once a year at a
centre outside of theschool. *(Please request a costing/deadline sheet if you wish to enter).
Group Musical Theatre is an excellent examination for students as it provides learners the
opportunity to gain a qualification that recognizes the extra-curricular time they have put into
theschool productions.
These exams also encourage young people to develop practical team-working skills. The ability to
sing as a chorus and/or in harmony demands that everybody listens to every other person in the
group and work with them to produce a performance that is in tune and in time.
Please note Trinity requires a minimum of three students for the group exam and therefore any less
and the exam can not be delivered.

**Throughout the year theschool students will also be offered other opportunities of dance/drama and music
performances/competitions – please see termly newsletter for further advice and costings.

TESTOMONIALS

TESTOMONIALS
PARENTS
“We can see the progress our child has made in leaps and bounds since starting at
The School two years ago. We feel every minute is worthwhile and she loves
attending The School.”
“M has been with ‘other’ performing arts schools before she started at the School
and the improvement she has made has been dramatic and more than that, M
cannot wait for Saturday to come around just so that she can go.”
“Super teaching. Brilliant tutors. I cannot recommend the School enough. Not
only has it given my child confidence it has given a chance to develop their talents
in a really nurturing environment. Thank you so much.”
“The difference for me is that they really collaborate with their students, so it is
much more of a joint venture between tutor and pupil. As the teaching is so
focused on each of the students it is really refreshing and makes them feel valued.”

STUDENTS
“Fun. Exciting. Enjoyable.”
“Being at the school makes you just want to be as good as you can be. They really
encourage me and it’s also fun.”
“They make me feel that I can achieve my dreams.”

More Information 2018 -19 Term Dates
2019 - 2020
Term One

Term Date Saturdays
21st September – 7th December 2018

Term Two

11th January – 28th March 2019

Term Three

25th April – 11th July 2019

Payment details – all Classes
Program/Class

Cost

Performing Arts Program £325.00 per term
All Dance Classes

£6.00 p/c

Payment due

Notes

One week Prior to start
of term date
On day of Class

10 class card available @
£55.00

*(Please see website for class timetable)

Studio Address
Nailsea School
Mizzymead Road
Nailsea
Bristol
BS48 2HN
(Free onsite parking)

Contact us
Phone: 07756616056 | Email: theschoolo@hotmail.co.uk | Web: www.theschool.org.uk |
Facebook: theschool |Instagram: theschool1 | Twitter: theschool1 |

BIOS
Ian Woolley:
Founder, Dance Coach, Choreographer
Classes: iw.dance-youth, Contemporary, Performing Arts Program
Ian has taught children to adults throughout the U.K, Europe, New York, Canada, ex-soviet Georgia and Egypt. His
teaching style reflects that of his training and performance experience and draws on a wealth of movement knowledge
from Contemporary, Ballet, Street, Musical Theatre, Jazz, Release, Contact Improvisation, Somatic movement training
and Physical Dance Theatre. Currently Ian is attending and MA program at Goldsmiths University in Dance Movement
Psychotherapy.
“The choreography, by Ian Woolley, was gripping, intense and sensitive driving the piece to a beautiful climatic ending.”
Theatre Wales, reviews.

Rob Nash:
Position: Vocal coach, Musical director, Composer
Classes: Performing Arts Program
Post-school education included advanced study of piano, voice (including opera) and music theory at the Cambridge
College of Arts and Technology and an English degree from Loughborough University. Rob’s music apprenticeship was
served in London as a musical director, ballet repetiteur, piano accompanist and assistant vocal coach. He was appointed
musical director at The Tower Theatre in Islington and was the Accompanist at The Drama Studio in Ealing under the
director of singing, Theresa von Sertima. As assistant and accompanist to international vocal coaches Ian Adam and Kate
Hughes he had the opportunity to work closely with many musical performers including:
stage and screen actors Alan Bates, Helena Bonham Carter, Tom Conti, Anthony Hopkins, Derek Jacobi, Lennie Henry,
Jude Law, Ian Mckellen, Roger Moore, Robert Powell, Jonathan Pryce, Terence Stamp, Emma Thompson, Twiggy, Julie
Walters; dancers Sylvie Guillem and Marguerite Porter; musicians Marc Almond, Rod Argent, Nick Cave, Simon Climie,
Barbara Dickson, Imogen Heap and Alison Moyet.

Chloe Wilde
Position: Drama teacher and coordinator
Classes: Performing arts program
Chloe holds a degree in Theatre and Drama gained from Cardiff School of Creative and Cultural Industries of the
University of South Wales, where she studied script writing, physical theatre, clowning, mask work, acting for radio and
audio books, improvisation and devise work and explored the most influential practitioners in theatre, including Berkoff
and his use of physical theatre, Stanislavski and his practice of naturalism, Grotowski’s poor theatre using theatre as a
safe space for exploration and Brecht using drama to be the social activist.
Chloe will be attending a Masters in the Psychology of Education (MSc degree); September 2018 to further support her
teaching and support of young students within education.

theschool

Your future in dance
drama music

